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Low-Tonnage Chiller Provides Superior Energy Efficiency 
— Trane CenTraVac™, world’s most sustainable chiller, now available in 120- to 350-ton capacity — 

 
La Crosse, Wis., Feb. 23, 2011 – The world’s most efficient chiller is now available to provide steady and 
reliable cooling to environments with smaller cooling load demands. The CenTraVac centrifugal chiller from 
Trane, a leading global provider of indoor comfort systems and services and a brand of Ingersoll Rand, can 
now be configured in the 120- to 350-ton capacity commonly required by K-12 school and government 
buildings. 
 
High fuel costs, rebates, and other incentives for more sustainable building solutions are driving many schools 
and government leaders to upgrade their infrastructure for greater efficiency using solutions such as the 
CenTraVac chiller to serve their chilled water system. Heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration 
systems typically consume 60 percent of the energy used in an existing building, according to the Energy 
Information Agency. 
 
In late January, President Obama also announced the Better Buildings Initiative, which focuses on making 
commercial buildings 20 percent more energy efficient over the next decade. The White House states that by 
making buildings more energy efficient, building owners will reduce their energy bills by about $40 billion 
annually. 
 
“Especially in K-12 and government buildings, customers are more pressed than ever before to find HVAC 
solutions that allow them to lower energy costs and increase sustainability,” said Randy Newton, global leader 
of applied systems at Trane. “Now, even when buildings require smaller load capacity, customers can depend 
on the CenTraVac chiller for unmatched efficient, reliable, cost effective cooling.” 
 
The CenTraVac chiller’s semi-hermetic, multi-stage, low-pressure design produces the industry’s lowest 
documented emissions while delivering the industry’s best efficiency rating—15 percent better than competitive 
chillers. CenTraVac performance can also assist school and government leaders in achieving Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) building certification and in meeting environmental codes. By further 
leveraging the capabilities of this chiller into a Trane EarthWise system, owners can achieve the most 
environmentally considerate chilled water systems in the industry. 
 
Direct-drive chillers such as the CenTraVac, feature the industry’s fewest moving components. They do not 
require speed-increasing gears and shaft seals, which can require significant attention to maintain; therefore, 
the CenTraVac chiller achieves the industry’s best design reliability rating of 99.7 percent, calculated according 
to the ASHRAE Applications Handbook, “Operations and Maintenance Management.”  
 
Facilities managers can further customize the CenTraVac chiller to meet the needs of their buildings. Energy 
saving options include: adaptive frequency drives to optimize compressor performance, heat recovery to 
reduce operating costs and a free cooling feature which can provide up to 45 percent of nominal chiller 
capacity without running the compressor. 
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About Ingersoll Rand 
Ingersoll Rand (NYSE:IR) is a world leader in creating and sustaining safe, comfortable and efficient environments in commercial, 
residential and industrial markets. Our people and our family of brands — including Club Car®, Hussmann®, Ingersoll Rand®, 
Schlage®, Thermo King® and Trane® — work together to enhance the quality and comfort of air in homes and buildings, 
transport and protect food and perishables, secure homes and commercial properties, and increase industrial productivity and 
efficiency. Trane solutions optimize indoor environments with a broad portfolio of energy efficient heating, ventilating and air 



conditioning systems, building and contracting services, parts support and advanced control. Ingersoll Rand is a $14 billion global 
business committed to sustainable business practices within our company and for our customers.  For more information, visit 
www.ingersollrand.com. 
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